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defect that it has no index*.........nevertheless, it is certainly

the better and more trustworthy treatise, written more sanely
and with no political flavour,

N. B~~The portions marked with dots above refer to
Dr. Mookerji's book on Local Governments in India, which
was reviewed together with this book.

2.   REVIEW KST
"THE ENGLISH HISTORICAL REVIEW"

BY V. A. SMITH

The treatise entitled Corporate Life in Ancient India by
Mr. R. C. Majumdar, is written in a detached and historical
spirit. The author knows German and has arranged his
material in a German rather than an English fashion. Mr.
Majumdar's discussion of the kingless states of ancient
India in Chapter II is full and excellent. Such states were
numerous in the Panjab at the time of Alexander's invasion
in the fourth century B.C., and their existence in various parts
of upper India may be traced until the fifth century after
Christ. Some of them were oligarchical. The author appro-
priately illustrates the system of Government in the Lichchhavi
state of Tirhut by comparison with the Cleisthenian institutions

at Athens......Mr. Majumdar ascribes the decline and ultimate

extinction of the republics to the effects of foreign invasions
and the levelling enforced by the more powerful paramount
dynasties which arose from time to time. These causes
undoubtedly operated, but the gradual absorption of the large
Mongolian element which existed in the early population of
Northern India must have had much to do with the failure
of the republican constitutions to survive or to become the
source of further developments, The author justly observes
that "it requires great effort to believe, even when sufficient

*   The Second Edition contains a comprehensive index.